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Academic positions

2009-
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
Affiliation, Department of Animal Biology
2008-
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology

2007 
Harvard University
Preceptor Faculty, Expository Writing Program
Associate, Department of Anthropology

2006
Yale University
Lecturer, College Seminar Program

Education

2007
Yale University
Doctor of Philosophy, Masters of Philosophy, Department of Anthropology
Reproductive Ecology Laboratory

2001
Harvard University
Bachelor of Arts, Biological Anthropology and Women's Studies, cum laude
Interests

Reproductive ecology | Human biological variation | Endometrial function | Female reproductive physiology | Ovarian function | Fetal growth and brain development | Aging and senescence | Reproductive cancer and prevention | Iron-deficiency anemia | Stress, immunity and fertility | Food intolerances and inflammatory disease | Science writing and instruction | Life history theory | Science outreach and advocacy
Publications
Forthcoming

Clancy KBH, Hinde K, Rutherford JN, editors (forthcoming). Building babies: Proximate and Ultimate Perspectives of Primate Developmental Trajectories. Part of Springer book series Developments in Primatology: Progress and Prospects.

Clancy KBH (forthcoming). “Inflammatory factors that produce variation in ovarian and endometrial functioning.” In Building babies: Proximate and Ultimate Perspectives of Primate Developmental Trajectories. Part of Springer book series Developments in Primatology: Progress and Prospects.
Clancy KBH (in press). Solicited book review of Ancient Bodies, Modern Lives by Wenda Trevathan. Journal of Women & Aging
Clancy KBH, Shapiro A, Bribiescas RG (submitted). Transvaginal ultrasound is not associated with a physiological stress response as determined from salivary cortisol assessments. Biopsychosocial Medicine
Clancy KBH, Baerwald A, Pierson R (in prep). C-reactive protein in relation to follicle wave dynamics in women with clinically normal menstrual cycles. Human Reproduction

Clancy KBH, Baerwald A, Pierson R (in prep). Progesterone concentrations and luteal phase length impact variation in endometrial thickness through the window of implantation. American Journal of Human Biology
Clancy KBH (in prep). Solicited book review of Reproduction and Adaptation: Topics in Human Reproductive Ecology edited by C.G. Nicholas Mascie-Taylor and Lyliane Rosetta. American Journal of Human Biology
Published
Clancy KBH (2011). “My story of in vitro fertilization, the naturalistic fallacy, and sexism.” In The Open Laboratory 2010: The best of science writing on the web. Editor: Goldman, JG. Series editor: Zivkovic, B. Coturnix: Chapel Hill, NC.
Clancy KBH (2009). The role of the endometrium in women’s reproductive ecology and life history. Yearbook of Physical Anthropology 52: 137-154.
Clancy KBH, Ellison PT, Jasienska G and RG Bribiescas (2009). Endometrial thickness is not independent of luteal phase day in a rural Polish population. Anthropological Science 117(3): 157-163.
Clancy KBH (2007). Two new models for human endometrial function: results from the United States and rural Poland. Dissertation, Yale University, New Haven, CT.

Clancy KBH (2007). Unexpected luteal endometrial decline in a healthy rural Polish population. European Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology and Reproductive Biology 134(1): 133-134.

Clancy KBH, Nenko I and G Jasienska (2006). Menstruation does not cause anemia: endometrial thickness correlates positively with erythrocyte count and hemoglobin in premenopausal women. American Journal of Human Biology 18(5):710-3.

Recent conference abstracts and presentations

Clancy KBH, Tribble K, Klein L (2011) Pro- and anti-inflammatory food proteins and their impact on maternal ecology Am J Phys Anthropol (for accepted symposium “Eating for two: maternal ecology and nutrition in human and non-human primates,” organized by Kathryn Clancy and Julienne Rutherford)
Emmerling T, Higgins A, Clancy KBH (2011) Variation in adolescent menstrual cycles, doctor-patient relationships, and why we shouldn't prescribe hormonal contraceptives to twelve year olds Am J Phys Anthropol (invited speaker for accepted symposium “Evolution and Health over the Life Course,” organized by Grazyna Jasienska and Diana Sherry)
Clancy KBH, Baerwald AR, Pierson R (accepted but deferred due to inability to attend) Follicular waves, ovarian hormones and inflammatory actions on the endometrium European Society of Human Reproduction and Embryology

Clancy KBH, Baerwald AR, Pierson R (2010) C-reactive protein across the menstrual cycle: variation in inflammation and its impact on ovarian and endometrial function in a sample of Canadian women (abstract). Am J Phys Anthropol 141(S50): 81.
Clancy KBH, Baerwald AR, Pierson R (2010) Ovarian, energetic and inflammatory variables are associated with serial endometrial thickness measurements in a sample of Canadian women (abstract). Am J Hum Biol 22(2): 251.
Klein, LD, Melber T, Clancy KBH (2010) Isolation of C-Reactive Protein from human urine (abstract). Am J Phys Anthropol
Clancy KBH (2009) Delegate to Evolution of Diseases of Modern Environments Conference; Delegate to 300th World Health Summit, Berlin, Germany (invitation only). Report available online: http://evmedreview.com/?p=169
Clancy KBH (2008) Variation in endometrial function and its role in elucidating reproductive pathology (invited to AAPA symposium). Am J Phys Anthropol 135(S46): 79.
Clancy KBH (2007) Variation in endometrial function and its possible impact on implantation and early fetal nourishment (invited to special BAA symposium, American Anthropological Association).

Clancy KBH (2007) Endometrial function as a tool for studying implantation variation and early pregnancy. Am J Hum Biol 19(2): 252.
Clancy KBH (2007) Direct and indirect evidence for a spectrum of endometrial function (abstract). Am J Phys Anthropol 132(S44): 88.
Recent grants and honors

2010
Incomplete List of Teachers Ranked as Excellent, University of Illinois
2010
Greek Faculty Appreciation Week, Faculty Award, University of Illinois
2010
Hewlett International Travel Grant, University of Illinois
2010
Finalist, Health and Wellness Initiative Seed Grant Program, University of Illinois

2010
Distinguished Service Award, Department of Anthropology, University of Illinois
2009
Delegate to Evolution of Diseases of Modern Environments conference, Berlin, Germany
2009
Limited submission to James S. McDonnell Foundation, University of Illinois

2009
Campus Research Board Grant, University of Illinois
2009
Incomplete List of Teachers Ranked as Excellent, University of Illinois
2009
Outstanding Educator Award, Greek Week, Illinois Greek Community
Collaborations

Roger Pierson and Angela Baerwald, University of Saskatchewan. Variation in endometrial function in normo-ovulatory and PCOS women. The project is a study of endometrial function and the factors that impact it. We have used archived blood serum samples and data spreadsheets of endometrial thickness through the menstrual cycle from previous studies by two collaborators at the University of Saskatchewan (Baerwald and Pierson). These studies were performed on normal women and women with Polycystic Ovary Syndrome (PCOS) from Canada. This project began in the summer of 2009 and is ongoing.
Gregory Freund, MD (Head, Department of Pathology), University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. Women’s reproductive function: understanding variability in sickness and in health. Women in industrial environments experience reproductive pathologies, from premenstrual syndrome to breast cancer, at a higher rate than developing or traditional forager environments, and the cost of women’s health concerns have placed this population in the position of being labeled a “pre-existing condition” by the health care system. One of the main ways we can work against this label is to hold clinical sciences accountable for their understudy of female reproductive health that has led to often ineffective, expensive, or side-effect laden treatments. To reverse this problem, we would like to better understand the variability in reproductive functioning in industrial women in order to be able to better target worthwhile and effective lifestyle interventions to improve women’s health. This project will examine variation in diet composition, health behavior, lifestyle, reproductive hormones, and endometrial cytokine expression in premenopausal women, to determine the baseline variation in women’s behavior and physiology but also to determine the impact of lifestyle on reproduction. 
Brendan Harley (Department of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering), University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. Endometrial model for vascularization. The development of large biomaterials for tissue engineering applications is limited by the maximum capacity for diffusion and/or mass transport to support the cells that live and grow within the material. The endometrium is an ideal model system for quantitative exploration of extrinsic regulators of controlled vascularization. Rapid, organized vascular development and remodeling takes place during endometrial cycles, and further extensive remodeling is the hallmark of embryo implantation and first trimester fetal growth, particularly in humans.

Gillian Bentley and Shanthi Muttukrishna, University of Durham, Durham UK. Variability in endometrial thickness in IVF patients. This project involves the analysis of a dataset of women from a London infertility clinic. Assisted reproductive technologies generally involve the administration of synthetic hormones at supraphysiological levels; this research observes the variation in endometrial thickness in women undergoing assisted reproduction and its relationship with demographic and energetic factors. The data was collected in 2006 from clinical records and is beginning to be analyzed.
Gillian Bentley, University of Durham, Durham UK; Grazyna Jasienska, Jagiellonian University, Krakow Poland; Karen Kramer, Harvard University; Claudia Valeggia, UPenn. Hormonal contraception in younger and reproductively-aged women. This project is in the preliminary stages of development. We are interested in examining the converse effects of hormonal contraception on adolescent versus reproductively-aged girls. Young girls are frequently prescribed hormonal contraceptives to “regulate” their menstrual cycles, though adolescent subfecundity is a normal feature of this time period. We will examine whether there are any lasting negative effects of hormonal contraceptives prescribed at a time when the HPO axis is still developing, and the impact that may have on lifetime hormone exposure and breast cancer risk.
Professional affiliations

American Association of Physical Anthropology
Human Biology Association
American Association of University Professors
American Anthropology Association
Sigma Xi
Campus Faculty Association
Supervision of graduate research

Rodolfo Martinez-Mota, Department of Anthropology graduate student. Committee member for dissertation project on the effect of forest fragmentation on energetic and immune stress pathways in the howler monkey.

Talia Melber, Department of Anthropology graduate student. Research assistant mentored on laboratory procedures related to enzyme immunoassay of hormones for human and primate research; will perform assays for Canada and Poland projects in the summer of 2009.

Annie Newell-Fugate, Department of Animal Science graduate student. Committee member for dissertation project on swine models of polycystic ovarian syndrome.

Elizabeth Rowe, Department of Anthropology, Temple University. Outside reader for dissertation project on the impact of the PROGINS receptor on endometrial function.

Supervision of undergraduate research


Dana Ahern, Anthropology major, Honors program. Working on Freund collaboration.

Sophia Bodnar, Anthropology major. Working on uCRP project.
Martina Gabra, MCB major. Working on Harley collaboration.
Laura Klein, Integrative biology major, IB honors program. Independent project to purify urine samples to assay C-reactive protein. Also did fieldwork summer 2010 at Mogielica Human Ecology Study Site in Poland on gluten intolerance.
Emily Marzolph, Anthropology major, Honors program. Working on uCRP project.
Rebecca Sconza, Anthropology major. Working on Freund collaboration.

Courses

Spring 2011

ANTH249, Evolution of human disease. Lecture (60 students). This is a lecture and discussion course on evolutionary medicine that will explore both the potential mismatch between human evolutionary physiology and modern technology, and the ecological approach to physiological variation.

ANTH445, Methods in bioanthropology.

Fall 2010

ANTH143, Biological bases of human behavior. Lecture and partially online, (750 students). This is a large lecture course that will allow you to critically consider current controversies and ideas on the origin and development of human behavior, and the extent to which human behavior is influenced by nature versus nurture.

Spring 2010
ANTH249, Evolution of human disease. 

ANTH437, Primate behavioral endocrinology. Seminar (25 students). This course focuses on the endocrinology of social relationships in humans and non-human primates. 

Fall 2009
ANTH143, Biological bases of human behavior. 
Spring 2009
ANTH240, Biological anthropology. Lecture, TA-led discussion section (75 students). This course covers the theoretical and empirical basis of modern biological anthropology.  
ANTH499KC, Evolutionary biology of women. Seminar (12 students). This course focuses on the behavioral and reproductive biology of the human female from an evolutionary perspective. 

Fall 2008
ANTH143, Biological bases of human behavior. 

Service
Department

Diversity committee

Human Biology curriculum committee

Graduate admissions committee

Graduate student committees: Talia Melber, Rodolfo Martinez-Mota

Anth 143 redesign: online and blended
Campus
LAS Online Advisory committee (chair, Deanna Raineri)

Global Studies- Global Health curriculum committee (chair, Barbara Hancin-Bhatt)

Campus Faculty Association – Executive Committee

Discipline
NSF Review Panel, DDIG Physical Anthropology

Co-organized 2011 AAPA symposium “Eating for Two,” Minneapolis, MN with Julienne Rutherford

AAPA Student Awards committee (chair, Agustin Fuentes)

Manuscript reviewer: PLoS ONE, Human Reproduction, Anthropological Science, Society, Biology and Human Affairs, American Journal of Human Biology
Book peer-reviewer: Human Evolutionary Biology, Open Lab 2010
Public

Online science writing

Scientific American: http://www.scientificamerican.com/blog/post.cfm?id=i-dont-have-a-twenty-eight-day-mens-2010-12-23
Wired Magazine: http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2011/01/kate-clancy-the-dilemma-of-women-in-science-blogging-even-when-we-want-something-we-need-to-hide-it/all/1
AGORA: http://agora.forwomeninscience.com/index.php/2011/02/an-activist-scientist-for-women-s-health/
Jezebel: http://jezebel.com/#!5769285/why-im-an-activist-scientist-for-womens-health
My blog, Context and Variation: http://professorkateclancy.blogspot.com. This blog began in August of 2010 and so far has had 49,669 pageviews (as of May 2nd 2011).

Interviews with the media

CNN.com: http://www.cnn.com/2010/HEALTH/10/04/ivf.fertility.babies.nobel/index.html?hpt=C1
USA Today: http://www.usatoday.com/tech/science/columnist/vergano/2011-03-06-voices-infidelity_N.htm
ChambanaMoms.com: http://www.chambanamoms.com/2011/02/01/chambana-mom-to-know-kate-clancy/
Bloggingheads.tv: http://bloggingheads.tv/diavlogs/34057 

Science advocacy and outreach

Panelist in Beckman Institute Symposium on Science and Journalism (April 2011)
Panelist in Science Online 2011 conference (January 2011): http://scienceonline2011.com/watch-2/perils-of-blogging-as-a-woman-under-a-real-name/
Created and currently maintain the Women Sciencebloggers Feed, aggregated on scienceblogging.org.

