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SPRING 2019 

COURSE DESCRIPTION BOOKLET 

 

  

Brenda Farnell, Department Head  109B Davenport Hall  

Laura Shackelford, Assoc. Head and Director of Grad Studies 209J Davenport Hall 

Jessica Greenberg, Director of Undergraduate Programs 391 Davenport Hall  

Karla Harmon, Courses & Scheduling 109C Davenport Hall  

Joyce Dowell, Graduate Coordinator 109E Davenport Hall  

Maritza Quiñones, Undergraduate Advisor   109F Davenport Hall  

 

ACADEMIC CALENDAR 

 

Instruction Begins Monday, January 14, 2019 

Spring Break Begins Saturday, March 16, 2019 

Instruction Resumes Monday, March 25, 2019 

Last Day of Instruction Wednesday, May 1, 2019 

Reading Day Thursday, May 2, 2019 

Final Exams Begin Friday, May 3, 2019 

 

Undergraduate Degree Requirements 
 
General Anthropology: ANTH 220, 230, 240, and/or 270/271; 12 hours 300+; 6 Elective ANTH hrs; 3-6 hrs 

Senior Capstone project; 9 hours supporting coursework, must be at the 200 level or above.   

 

Concentrations: Archaeology, Human Evolutionary Biology, General Anthropology, and Sociocultural and 

Linguistic Anthropology. 
 

Minor: The Anthropology Minor consists of 18 hours including: 6 hours from ANTH 220, 230, 240, or 270/271; 6 

hours of ANTH electives at any level; and 6 hours of ANTH advanced coursework 300 level or above.  

Honors Program 

The Honors Program in the Department of Anthropology is open to students with an exceptional academic record 

and allows undergraduates to pursue special research interests. Honors students design, conduct and report on an 

original research project under the guidance of a faculty adviser. The Honors Program is designed to expand and 

intensify academic experiences in Anthropology.  Each student is then certified for graduation with “Distinction,” 

“High Distinction,” or “Highest Distinction.” which is noted on their transcripts and diplomas. 

 Eligibility:  Anthropology GPA of 3.25 or higher and UIUC GPA of 3.5 or higher 

Other Programs:  

CSA + Anthropology Major: CS + Anthropology Program 24 hours minimum (12 hours must be at a 3xx or 4xx 

level) ~ 66 hours total 

Undergraduate Certificate in Museum Studies  

The Certificate in Museum Studies is designed for undergraduates in Liberal Arts & Sciences, Fine & Applied Arts, 

Information Science, or Education who wish to complement their degree program with interdisciplinary study in 

museum theory and practice. TOTAL HOURS: 18 CREDITS 

Requirements: MUSE 200: Introduction to Museums, ANTH 462: Museum Theory and Practice (Same as ARTH 

462/LA 472), Three elective courses from the approved by advisor, and MUSE 390: Museum Internship 

(substitutions by petition)                             
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ANTHROPOLOGY SPRING 2019 CLASSROOM SCHEDULE 

Class Sect Day Time Professor Room 

101 Lecd M/W/F 9:00 Kramer LH Theatre 

102 Lect M/W/F 2:00 Polk 116 Davenport Hall  

103 Lect M/W/F 10:00 Martin 112 Gregory Hall 

103 2nd  8wk ONL   Sohn  

106 Lecd M/W/F 11:00 Arjona 160 English  

175 Lecd M/W/F 3:00 Silverman 138 Henry Admin Bldg 

199 Lecd Tu/Th 11:00-12:20 Greenburg 1057 Lincoln Hall 

224 Lecd M/W/F 1:00 Silverman 1126 Wassaja Hall 

230 Lect M/W 9:00 Orta 319 Gregory Hall 

 ADA F 9:00  209A Davenport Hall 

 ADB F 10:00  209A Davenport Hall 

 ADC F 11:00  209A Davenport Hall 

240 Lect M/W 11:00 Jelinek 161 Noyes Lab 

 ADA F 9:00  116 Davenport Hall 

 ADB F 10:00  116 Davenport Hall 

 ADC F 11:00  116 Davenport Hall 

241 Lecd M/W/F 1:00 TBD 116 Davenport Hall 

243 Lecd Tu/Th 9:30-10:50 Stumpf 116 Davenport Hall 

246 1st 8wk ONL   Hughes  

247 Lab Tu 9:00-11:50 Hughes/Malhi ARR IGB 

250 Lecd Tu/Th 9:30-10:50 Frankenberg 319 Gregory Hall 

270 Lect M/W 2:00 Kramer 124 Burrill Hall 

 AD2 F 9:00  214 Davenport Hall 

 AD3 F 10:00  214 Davenport Hall 

 AD4 F 11:00  214 Davenport Hall 

271 Lect M/W 2:00 Kramer 124 Burrill Hall 

 AD1 F 12:00  313 Davenport Hall 

 AD2 F 1:00  313 Davenport Hall 

 AD3 F 10:00  313 Davenport Hall 

379 Lecd Tu/Th 12:30-1:50 Verstraete 109A Davenport Hall 

399 AL1 Lecd Tu/Th 2:00 Shackelford G13 FLB 

 AD1 W 1:00  G13 FLB 

 AD2 W 2:00  G13 FLB 

 AD3 W 3:00  G13 FLB 

399 BK Lecd Tu/Th 11:00-12:20 Kaufman  

399 DMH Lecd W 5:30-8:30 Motzafi-Haller 109A Davenport Hall 

414 Conf Th 9:00-11:50 Moodie 109A Davenport Hall 

447 Lecd M/W 10:00-11:20 Polk 116 Davenport Hall 

459 Lecd M/W 2:00-3:20 Lucero 329 Davenport Hall 

462 Lecd Tu/Th 11:00-12:20 Frankenberg 329 Davenport Hall 

466 Lecd Th 9:30-12:20 Harrison 1048 FLB 

471 Lecd Tu/Th 2:00-3:20 Davis 209A Davenport Hall 



 3 

499 BK Lecd Tu/Th 2:00-3:20 Kaufman G48 FLB 

499 DS Lecd Tu/Th 5:00-6:20 Davis/Shackelford 109A Davenport Hall 

499 GR Lecd M/W 10:00-11:20 Rosas 320 Mumford Hall 

499 KM Lecd M/W 1:00-2:20 Maldonado 164 Noyes Lab 

499 MH Lecd M 5:30-8:20 Motzafi-Haller 109A Davenport Hall 

499 PJ Lecd Tu/Th 11:00-12:20 Jelinek 209A Davenport Hall 

499 RS1 Labd Tu/Th 12:30-1:50 Stumpf 3140 IGB 

499 SA Conf Tu/Th 9:30-10:50 Ambrose 301 Noyes Lab 

515 IA Conf M 12:00  109A Davenport Hall 

555  Lecd M 9:00-11:50 Lucero 209A Davenport Hall 

570 Lecd M/W/F 4:00 Silverman 329 Davenport Hall 

      

      

      

      

 

 

 

 

 

MUSEUM STUDIES 

 

250 Lecd Tu/Th 9:30-10:50 Frankenberg 319 Gregory Hall 

330 2nd 8wk Lecd M/W 10:00-12:50 Stone  
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  ANTH Courses Approved for 

UIUC Gen Ed Credit  

  

  Course Title General Education Category 

Anth 101 Introduction to Anthropology 

Cultural Studies, Social & Behavioral Sciences, Social 

Sciences, Western/Comparative Cultures 

Anth 102 Human Origins and Culture Social & Behavioral Sciences, Social Sciences 

Anth 103 Anthro in a Changing World 

Cultural Studies, Non-Western Cultures, Social & 

Behavioral Sciences, Social Sciences 

Anth 106 Hist Arch Americas 

Cultural Studies, US Minority Cultures, Humanities & 

the Arts, Historical & Philosophical Perspectives 

Anth 175 Archaeology and Pop Culture 

Humanities & the Arts, Historical & Philosophical 

Perspectives 

Anth 224 Tourist Cities and Sites Social & Behavioral Sciences, Social Sciences 

Anth 241 Human Biological Variation Natural Sciences & Technology 

Anth 246 Forensic Science Natural Sciences & Technology, Life Sciences 

Anth 250 The World Through Museums 

Cultural Studies, Social & Behavioral Sciences, 

Western/Comparative Cultures, Social Sciences 

Anth 271 Language in Culture – ACP Advanced Composition 

Anth 414 Writing Ethnography Advanced Composition 
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101  INTRODUCTION TO ANTHROPOLOGY    (3 hrs)     

Dr. Elise Kramer Office:  383 Davenport Hall eakramer@illinois.edu  

 

Anthropology was first envisioned as a holistic discipline, combining insights from the study of human 

anatomy and evolution, research on material remains of human settlements, and the analysis of social 

interaction in language and other cultural practices. Following this tradition, this course explores the 

questions about where humans came from, how societies live and communicate, and why human cultural 

groups vary. 

 
*Cultural Studies, Social & Behavioral Sciences, Social Sciences, Western/Comparative Cultures 

 

 

102  HUMAN ORIGINS AND CULTURE  (4 hrs)  

Dr. John Polk Office: 188 Davenport Hall jdpolk@illinois.edu  

 

This class explores the origin and evolution of humans with an emphasis on reconstructing and interpreting fossil 

evidence. It provides an introduction to the fundamentals of biological anthropology and draws on a diverse range 

of other disciplines that contribute to the study of human evolution – evolutionary biology, population genetics, 

comparative anatomy, primatology, archaeology, geology and paleoecology. We examine the fossil and artifact 

record of the last several million years in order to develop an understanding of why we are interesting animals and a 

somewhat unique species. 

  
*Social & Behavioral Sciences, Social Sciences 

 

 

103  ANTHRO IN A CHANGING WORLD    (3 hrs)      

Dr. Jeff Martin Office:  209G Davenport Hall jmart@illinois.edu  

    

This course presents an introduction to Anthropology, focusing particularly on Sociocultural Anthropology: the 

comparative study of human societies around the world and across time. Sociocultural anthropologists are interested 

in the social organization of human communities, the social organization of meaning within these communities, and 

the ways this organization varies across communities. Through the systematic study of other societies, we aim to see 

the world through the eyes of others – to make the strange familiar and the familiar strange. Beyond pursuing 

enduring questions of how people in different places and times find meaning in their lives and in their communities, 

sociocultural anthropology provides a uniquely informed perspective on a set of very pressing topics, including: 

globalization and nationalism, racial and ethnic conflict, gender and sexuality, and inequality and social class. For 

students interested in pursuing further work in anthropology or other social sciences, this course will provide an 

introduction to terms and concepts useful for continuing work in these fields. For all students, the course will 

present a glimpse of a range of human societies and the contemporary challenges they confront, and encourage a 

comparative and critical awareness of other societies, of our own, and of the complex connections and histories that 

link us together. 

 

*Cultural Studies, Non-Western Cultures, Social & Behavioral Sciences, Social Sciences 

 

 

103 ONL ANTHRO IN A CHANGING WORLD  (3 hrs) 

Agnes Sohn Office:  tbd asohn5@illinois.edu  

 

Presents the fundamental areas of anthropological analysis through a series of comparative cases that emphasize 

social and cultural relations in global contexts. Directs attention to the anthropological history of global empires and 

colonial states, their cultural exchanges, and contemporary studies of culture, society, and globalization. 

 

 

mailto:eakramer@illinois.edu
mailto:jdpolk@illinois.edu
mailto:jmart@illinois.edu
mailto:asohn5@illinois.edu
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106  HIST ARCH AMERICAS     (3 hrs)      

Jamie Arjona Office:  tbd Jarjona2@illinois.edu  

    

Explores recent theoretical, methodological, and thematic developments in historical archaeology in North 

American and the Caribbean. The temporal coverage is 1500-1900 AD. Examines how historical archaeologists use 

artifactual, documentary and oral history evidence in interpreting the past, and how historical archaeology can 

contribute to our understanding of the ways by which material culture can be used to study race, class, gender, and 

ethnic identities.  

 

*Cultural Studies, US Minority Cultures, Humanities & the Arts, Historical & Philosophical Perspectives 

 

 

175  ARCHAEOLOGY AND POP CULTURE  (3 hrs)   

Dr. Helaine Silverman Office: 295 Davenport Hall Helaine@illinois.edu  

 

This course explores the manner in which archaeologists and the public have reconstructed and conversed about the 

past – their own past and that of others. Through multiple case studies we examine the ways in which the ancient 

past has been interpreted, appropriated, represented, used and manipulated in the present for a variety of reasons by 

many different groups in many different societies. Among the topics covered are: science vs. pseudo-science; 

feminist archaeology and “Man the Hunter”; ancient astronauts; Atlantis; the “myth of the moundbuilders”; Nazi 

archaeology; contested places and shared spaces; Stonehenge; “The Mummy” films in their political context; 

“Egyptomania”; the relationship of archaeologists to Native American peoples; the fate of Easter Island; the 

Chicano construction of Aztlan; “Primitivism” in 20th century art; traffic in antiquities; tomorrow's ruins; creating 

the past we deserve. There are 3 in-class exams. 

 

*Humanities & the Arts, Historical & Philosophical Perspectives 

 

199  CULTURES OF LAW   (3 hrs)   

Dr. Jessica Greenberg Office: 391 Davenport Hall jrgreenb@illinois.edu 

 

This class introduces major concepts and debates in the study of legal anthropology: the way in which different 

societies understand and practice law. We examine the foundations of different legal systems, the cultural categories 

that different societies use to determine the meaning of justice, guilt, innocence, and the variations in systems for 

both preventing and punishing crime.  In addition, we will consider the cultures of law as a profession. How do 

lawyers learn to read and see the world differently? How do Courts create their own cultural norms and social 

contexts in ways that impact how all of us receive due process and justice? Is there and should there be a role for 

politics in the law?  

  

224  TOURIST CITIES AND SITES   (3 hrs)   

Dr. Helaine Silverman Office: 295 Davenport Hall helaine@illinois.edu 

 

Today, the tourism industry is global in scope, transnational in economic organization, and still strongly colonialist 

in cultural practice. This course is a critical examination of travel, tourism, and tourist destinations in their social, 

political, economic, and physical ("built environment") aspects over time and across the world. We draw on 

perspectives from anthropology, architecture, landscape architecture, art, advertising, geography, history, cultural 

studies, and literature. We are especially concerned with tourism's relationship to the (re)production of cultural 

identity; dynamics of scale and place; equity; the manufacture and consumption of heritage; authenticity; 

representation; "the gaze"; appropriation; and themed environments. Students should bring to class a sense of 

adventure and curiosity, willingness to read, and openness about sharing ideas in discussion with classmates and the 

professor. In lieu of exams students create marketing campaigns, write reviews of tourism-themed movies shown in 

class, and turn in reading notes. Please note that preferential registration is being given to students in the Business 

Living-Learning Community in Wassaja Residence Hall. Course enrollment limit is 30. 

 

*Social & Behavioral Sciences, social Sciences 

mailto:Jarjona2@illinois.edu
mailto:Helaine@illinois.edu
mailto:jrgreenb@illinois.edu
mailto:helaine@illinois.edu
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230  SOCIOCULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY    (3 hrs)    

Dr. Andrew Orta Office: 382 Davenport Hall  aorta@illinois.edu  

  

This course is an advanced introduction to sociocultural anthropology. Through the systematic study of human 

diversity (and similarity), sociocultural anthropologists study fundamental dimensions of the human condition and 

their multiple expressions across space and time.  We will discuss the basic concepts and analytic approaches of the 

field through a combination of case studies focused on specific societies and an historical overview of the 

development of the discipline.  For those students interested in pursuing further work in sociocultural anthropology, 

this course will provide the key terms and concepts necessary to continue work in the field.  For all students, the 

course will present a glimpse of a range of human societies and the contemporary challenges they confront, and 

encourage a comparative and critical awareness of other societies, of our own, and of the complex connections and 

histories that link us together. 

 

 

240  BIOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY  (3 hrs) 

Dr. Petra Jelinek Office: 309C Davenport Hall Jelinek@illinois.edu  

 

This course provides an introduction to the study of human biological evolution. Students will explore evolutionary 

theory and the mechanisms of heredity, the ecology and behavior of nonhuman primates and what they can teach us 

about human origins, the fossil evidence for human evolution, and modern human variation and adaptation with an 

emphasis on cultural impacts on human biology. Students will learn about the scientific approaches and methods 

used by physical anthropologists, and should come away with a broader understanding of humanity¹s place in nature 

in light of our unique evolutionary history. 

 

 

241 HUMAN BIOLOGICAL VARIATION  (3 hrs) 

TBD   

 

Past and present evolution of the human species and population and individual biological variation; topics include 

genetic principles relevant to human evolution, primate phylogeny and behavior, fossil evidence for human 

evolution, and the origin and significance of biological diversity in modern humans. 

 

* Natural Sciences & Technology 

 

 

243  SOCIALITY OF THE GREAT APES  (3 hrs) 

Dr. Rebecca Stumpf Office: 3117 IGB rstumpf@illinois.edu  

 

Examines the social organization, mating patterns, and group structure of free-ranging chimpanzees, gorillas, and 

orangutans. Presents historical perspective focusing on misconceptions that have colored our understanding of ape 

social behavior; addresses questions concerned with learning potential, food sharing, social cooperation, aggressive 

behavior, self-awareness, and the appropriateness of the apes as models for understanding human behavior. 

 

 

246  ONL FORENSIC SCIENCE      (4 hrs)    

Dr.  Cris Hughes Office:  185 Davenport Hall  hughesc@illinois.edu  

 

Forensic science is the application of science to the law and encompasses a wide variety of scientific disciplines.  

This course reviews the history and theory underlying methods used in forensic science.  Topics to be discussed 

include the courtroom, the units of a crime laboratory, methods of securing and investigating a crime scene and the 

analysis of evidence collected from a crime scene such as blood, hair bones and fingerprints. 

 

* Natural Sciences & Technology, Life Sciences 

 

mailto:aorta@illinois.edu
mailto:Jelinek@illinois.edu
mailto:rstumpf@illinois.edu
mailto:hughesc@illinois.edu
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247  FORENSIC SCIENCE DNA LAB  (3 hrs) 

Dr. Chris Hughes Office: 185 Davenport Hall hughesc@illinois.edu  

Dr. Ripan Malhi Office: 209E Davenport Hall malhi@illinois.edu 

 

Forensic science is the application of science to the law and encompasses a wide variety of scientific disciplines.  

This course introduces students to general laboratory practice, molecular biology and DNA analysis skills that are 

commonly used by forensic DNA scientists.  Students will learn using a “hands-on” and interactive approach with 

many of the same tools used by professional forensic DNA scientists.  Class time will be devoted to a 50-minute 

lecture and 2 hours and 50 minutes of lab work via interactions with the instructors and teaching assistant for the 

course.  No previous laboratory experience needed, (ANTH 246 Forensic Science is a suggested, not required 

prerequisite). Contact Professor Cris Hughes (hughesc@illinois.edu <mailto:hughesc@illinois.edu> ) for inquiries 

regarding Pathways entry if registration is closed 
 

 

250 THE WORLD THROUGH MUSEUMS  (3 hrs) 

Dr. Susan Frankenberg Office: 309A Davenport Hall sfranken@illinois.edu 

  

Although many scholars trace their origin to the European Renaissance, public museums are now a worldwide 

phenomenon.  And while most of us conjure up specific images when we hear the term museum, museums across 

the globe are incredibly diverse in what they present and how they operate.  This course examines contemporary 

museums around the world, evaluating their roles as social institutions and communicators of heritage in global 

contexts.  In the first half of the course we develop a framework for museum literacy (how to read museums) based 

on anthropological, globalization, media and critical theories.  Museums are seen not just as representations of the 

world but as evolving mediators in social, political and economic contexts.  During the second half of the course we 

will virtually tour and evaluate museums using this analytical skill set.   

 

The class is taught as combined lecture-discussions, with online and collaborative work during the second half of 

the semester.  Students virtually visit six museums outside class time, and contribute their results and analysis to 

group projects.  Readings for the course are posted online (no required textbook). 

 

This course satisfies the General Education Criteria for a UIUC Social Sciences and Western Comparative Culture 

course, and counts as an elective in the Anthropology major and Museum Studies certificate.   It also is a campus 

course in the Inequality & Cultural Understanding pathway of the Grand Challenge Learning project. 

 
* Cultural Studies, Social & Behavioral Sciences, Western/Comparative Cultures, Social sciences 

 

 

270  LANGUAGE IN CULTURE   (3 hrs) 

Dr. Elise Kramer Office: 383 Davenport Hall eakramer@illinois.edu 

 

This course examines dynamic intersections between culture and language. We explore language and identity; how 

different linguistic systems guide speakers to think differently about the world; how ideologies about language 

relate to beliefs about nation, race, and gender, and how discourse (talk) shapes power and politics in social 

interaction.  Students will be introduced to a variety of theoretical approaches; learn basic analytical procedures, 

and have opportunities to apply these to intellectual and social problems that interest them.  This course can be 

taken as a standard offering or for Advanced Comp (271). Credit is not given for both ANTH 271 and ANTH 270. 
 

 

271 LANGUAGE IN CULTURE-ACP  (3 hrs) 

Dr. Elise Kramer Office: 383 Davenport Hall eakramer@illinois.edu 

 

Course is identical to ANTH 270 except for the additional writing component. Credit is not given for both ANTH 

271 and ANTH 270. 

 

*Advanced Composition 

mailto:hughesc@illinois.edu
mailto:malhi@illinois.edu
mailto:hughesc@illinois.edu
mailto:hughesc@illinois.edu
mailto:sfranken@illinois.edu
mailto:eakramer@illinois.edu
mailto:eakramer@illinois.edu
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379  MEDICAL ANTHROPOLOGY   (3 hrs) 

Emma Verstraete Office: tbd elv2@illinois.edu 

 

From ancient epidemics in the archaeological record to the cultural implications of modern pandemics and their 

treatment, anthropologists have studied human disease extensively. Health practices provide a wealth of information 

ranging from folk-healthcare traditions throughout history to the social and political impact of unfulfilled death 

ritual in modern Sierra-Leone. Course format includes lectures, discussion of the texts, and problem-based learning 

in the context of modern epidemics. Course content covers topics such as ancient epidemics in archaeology, 

historical epidemics that shaped history and cultures, current epidemiological methods, indigenous health concerns, 

public outreach, and health as a human right 

 

 

399AL1  VIRTUAL REALITY METHODS  (3 hrs) 

Dr. Laura Shackelford Office: 209J Davenport Hall llshack@illinois.edu 

This course will introduce concepts, techniques, and methodologies in archaeological field research through 

participation in virtual excavation, artifact recovery, analysis, and interpretation. Virtual Archaeology will include 

weekly activities in virtual reality where students will use empirical evidence to uncover and reconstruct pieces of 

the past. No prerequisite, but students must be willing and able to use the HTC Vive VR system. 

 

 

399BK  ANCIENT ENGINEERING   (3 hrs) 

Dr. Brett Kaufman Office: tbd  bsk@illinois.edu 

 

Have you ever looked at an old bridge or an artifact in a museum and been impressed that the builder was able to 

craft it, understanding that even today most of us could not replicate the builder’s efforts? Technologies are the 

result of compounded science – years, decades, and centuries of experimentation, entrepreneurship, and incremental 

successes. For example, prehistoric smiths first recognized that ores could be reduced to copper metal, and 

thousands of years later, innovators realized that this same metal could conduct electricity. Both inventions 

revolutionized society in their time, and continue to impact us every day. In this course, we will not only study 

ancient technologies and paleoscience, but will employ state-of-the-art materials science laboratory techniques to 

study artifacts recovered from archaeological excavations. By engaging directly with the materials of the past, we 

will generate knowledge rooted in historical sciences, while gaining an appreciation of the social processes 

underlying the very design principles that are still used by engineers today. 
 

Fulfills Gen Ed Humanities – Hist. & Phil., Cultural Studies – Western. 

 

 

399DMH  FEMINISM & GENDER IN ISRAELI SOCIETY  (3 hrs) 

Dr. Pnina Motzafi-Haller Office: 393 Davenport Hall pninamh@gmail.com 

 

Israeli feminist scholarship has expanded in both scope and depth over the past decade. This course offers an outline 

of the ways in which a largely modernist liberal feminist scholarship of the 1970s that focused on white Ashkenazi 

middle-class women have transformed into a critical postcolonial body of work that explores the multiple 

marginalization of women along class, color, religiosity and sexual preference. We shall explore the process that 

has redefined the nature of knowledge production within Israeli feminism through reading of selected essays that 

have debated Mizrahi, Palestinian and Lesbian voices moving from an essentialist focus on ‘gender’ as the key 

concept for analysis to a critical, vibrant anti-essentialist discourse that links gender to other axis of social 

inequality. We shall ask how do concepts like marriage, labor, nationalism, masculinity or motherhood get 

redefined in the process of this Israeli scholarly transformation? We will close with a contemplation about the 

differences between the small Israeli feminist scene and its parallel and influential US-based feminist discourse. 

 

 

mailto:elv2@illinois.edu
mailto:llshack@illinois.edu
mailto:bsk@illinois.edu
mailto:pninamh@gmail.com
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414  WRITING ETHNOGRAPHY   (3 or 4 hrs) 

Dr. Ellen Moodie Office: 395 Davenport Hall emoodie@illinois.edu  

 

How might we meld evocative writing with social science research? Does engaging readers mean muting theoretical 

precision? This course is both a study of writing genres and an ethnographic writing workshop. Its basic premise is 

that scholars are also writers—but that most scholarly curricula play down the craft of writing itself. We will read a 

selection of contemporary texts, considering them as social science as well as literature.  At the same time, using a 

body of data from a particular ethnographic context (either from library research or our own field data), we will 

experiment with writing styles. 

 

* Advanced Composition 

 

 

447  ADVANCED SKELETAL BIOLOGY  (3 hrs) 

Dr. John Polk Office: 188 Davenport Hall jdpolk@illinois.edu  

 

This class will involve students directly in comparative research on bone biology. Topics will include bone 

responses to physiological loading, analysis of bone structure and inferences about behavior from bony morphology.  

Students will be engaged in all aspects of research, idea and hypothesis generation, experimental design, data 

collection, statistical analysis and both written and oral presentations. 

 

 

459  THE ANCIENT MAYA        (3 hrs) 

Dr. Lisa Lucero   Office: 396C Davenport Hall  ljlucero@illinois.edu  

 

Introduction to the Ancient Maya of Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, and Honduras. Evaluates theories that account for 

the rise and fall of Classic (c. A.D. 250-950) Maya rulership. Excavation data, iconography, and inscriptions are 

used to reconstruct political and social organization, ideology, subsistence activities, and inter-regional interactions.  

 

 

462  MUSEUM THEORY & PRACTICE      (3 or 4hrs) 

Dr. Susan Frankenberg  Office: 309A Davenport Hall  sfranken@illinois.edu  

 

Museum theory and practice examines the history and development of museums in light of world events and 

intellectual trends.  Topics covered include: Early history of museums; Museums and colonialism; Collecting and 

exhibiting Africa; Museums and nationalism; Anthropology, science, art and outdoor museums; Issues of inclusion 

and exclusion in museums; Museums as memory, education and entertainment; Museum politics and controversies; 

Ethics of collecting and exhibiting; Major issues in contemporary museum studies; and the Future of museums.  

This is a lecture and discussion course with an extensive reading list (one required textbook plus articles and book 

chapters online), and two independent museum visits outside of class time.  Course requirements include class 

attendance, participation in discussions, analyses of museums on the internet and in physical space, forays into the 

museum studies literature, and development of an exhibition proposal that includes critical analysis of the 

exhibition script and venue, and a relevant annotated bibliography. 

 

 

466  CLASS CULTURE & SOCIETY       (4 hrs) 

Dr. Faye Harrison   Office: 386A Davenport Hall  fyharrsn@illinois.edu   

 

This course examines anthropology’s recent revival of interest in class and its intersections with other significant 

dimensions of difference, inequality, and identity—among them race, caste, gender, sexuality, and religion—in 

societies around the world.  The focus is on class’ multiple social locations and cultural expressions; its social 

reproduction and mobility, both upward and downward; the effects this distinction of stratification has on everyday 

life and on dynamics of culture and power within and across national boundaries; and the impact of globalization on 

mailto:emoodie@illinois.edu
mailto:jdpolk@illinois.edu
mailto:ljlucero@illinois.edu
mailto:sfranken@illinois.edu
mailto:fyharrsn@illinois.edu
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class-related realignments within and among the state, market, civil society and the sphere of social movements. The 

course will feature ethnographic analyses of the meanings, conflicts, and reconfigurations of class, drawing on 

research done in an array of national and transnational contexts.  

 

471  ETHNOGRAPHY THROUGH LANGUAGE     (3 or 4 hrs) 

Dr. Jenny Davis   Office: 187 Davenport Hall  loksi@illinois.edu   

 

Drawing on language-centered ethnographies, Ethnography Through Language will provide an overview of 

theoretical perspectives and methodologies in linguistic anthropology, including sociolinguistics, ethnography of 

communication, performance and poetics, discursive practices, and structural analyses. 

 

 

499BK THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF ITALY      (4 hrs) 

Dr. Brett Kaufman Office: tbd bsk@illinois.edu  

 

This course explores the archaeology of Italy within the contexts of both Graeco-Roman civilization and the 

geopolitics of the Mediterranean Basin. Politics and foreign relations, economy, art, architecture, technology, 

environment, music, and other cultural hallmarks will be studied as they relate to the development of Roman 

culture, a culture with such a powerful legacy that it is still felt today. Beginning with the development of complex 

society in the Bronze Age, and continuing into the Iron Age and study of the Etruscans, the course will cover the 

evolution of the Roman Republic and its eventual domination over Carthage and other competing states for control 

of the Mediterranean. The archaeology of Italy is unique in that the material culture of the Roman Empire expands 

far from the Italian Peninsula, and the mechanics of imperial control will be investigated across its territorial 

holdings in Europe, North Africa, and the Near East. Motivated undergraduates may register – no prerequisite. 

Graduate students welcome, of course. 

 

 

499DS  ETHICS AND NAGPRA       (4 hrs) 

Dr. Jenny Davis Office: 187 Davenport Hall loksi@illinois.edu  

Dr. Laura Shackelford Office: 209J Davenport Hall llshacke@gmail.com 

 

This course will focus on the Native American Graves and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) and the history, practices, 

and ethics related to the collection, study, and repatriation of Indigenous human remains and related anthropological 

collections within the United States and across international boundaries. 

 

 

499GR  BORDERS AND LEGALITIES      (4 hrs) 

Dr. Gilbert Rosas   Office: 386B Davenport Hall  grosas2@illinois.edu   

 

This course critically engages literatures on liberalism, borders, immigrants, refugees, fugitivity, and asylum 

seekers, and related terrain. Central to the course will be actively working with attorneys, people in immigration 

proceedings, and foundations engaged in immigrant advocacy, as sites of critical ethnographic practice. 

 

 

499KM COLLABORATIVE METHODOLOGIES     (4 hrs) 

Dr. Kora Maldonado   Office: 396D Davenport Hall  korintam@illinois.edu  

 

This course is designed for students interested in learnings collaborative methodologies in anthropology and related 

disciplines. We will learn and put to work community-based research, collaborative ethnography (a collaboration of 

researcher and research partners and subjects in the acquisition and write-up of text), and similar approaches that 

produce knowledge from the ground up.  We will do this by engaging with local and community-based and/or local 

organization whom we will produce and co-produce and deliver anthropological knowledge for. This class is paired 

mailto:loksi@illinois.edu
mailto:bsk@illinois.edu
mailto:loksi@illinois.edu
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 12 

up with ANTH 499: Borders and Legalities with whom together we will provide collaborative research methods and 

theoretical pillars to develop research for the distinct organizations providing legal defense for immigrants and 

asylum seekers in the area. The class requires significant engagement outside the classroom.   

 

 

499MH  ISRAELI SOCIETY THROUGH ETHNOGRAPHIES   (4 hrs) 

Dr. Pnina Motzafi-Haller Office: 393 Davenport Hall pninamh@gmail.com 

 

Ethnography is both a method and a product of anthropological research. Given their grass-root, micro perspective, 

ethnographies provide an introduction to Israeli scenes that are not often part of discussions about Israel. In this 

seminar, we shall read a selection of ethnographies that have sought to document different aspects of Israeli society 

and culture. After a brief theoretical introduction that focuses on the challenge of carrying out ethnographic 

research in “unstable places” (to use Carol Greenhouse’s term,) we shall explore a range of ethnographic texts that 

have attempted to encapsulate the depth of diversity in contemporary Israeli society. Each ethnography will be 

analyzed in class both for its style and epistemological framework as well as for the window it provides to grasping 

contemporary Israeli life. We shall explore Arab-Jewish coexistence in a Israeli city, the making of Post-Soviet 

community, pregnancy in Israel, how Christian pilgrims see Israel,  life in a marginalized desert town and more. 

Together, we shall read and discuss ten full-length Israeli ethnographies. Each student is invited to select three 

ethnographic texts from this larger corpus of reading according to his or her own research interests and will be 

expected to lead discussion of these three selected texts in class.  

 

 

499PJ  NEURANTHROPOLOGY       (4 hrs) 

Dr. Petra Jelinek Office: 309C Davenport Hall jelinek@illinois.edu  

 

All of human behavior can find its origins in our brain – in both function and in evolutionary terms. This course 

provides an introduction to evolutionary and biocultural approaches in anthropology to the evolution of the brain; 

how biology and culture influence and shape the brains development and function; and anthropological perspectives 

on connections among evolution, brain, behavior, mind, and body.  

 

We’ll read “The Encultured Brain” along with numerous articles that highlight the current state of brain research in 

anthropology, including the evolution of the brain in human and non-human primates, our concept of health and 

diseased mental states, and look at the role of social learning and enculturation in the developing human brain. 

 

 

499RS1  PRIMATE RESEARCH LAB      (4 hrs) 

Dr. Rebecca Stumpf Office: 3117 IGB rstumpf@illinois.edu  

 

This course focuses on research design, analysis, interpretation, evaluation and organization of field and laboratory 

data in biological anthropology. 

 

 

499SA  SCIENTIFIC METHODS IN ARCH      (4 hrs)  

Dr. Stanley Ambrose   Office: 381 Davenport Hall  ambrose@illinois.edu  

 

Archaeometry is the application of instrumental methods from the physical, and natural sciences to address 

problems in archaeological research. This lecture/lab course will provide a basic introduction to advanced scientific 

methods used by archaeologists to analyze archaeological materials, including underlying principles of scientific 

methods and instruments, appropriate techniques for addressing archaeological problems, the strengths, potentials 

and limitations of techniques, properties of analytical materials, sampling strategies and sampling requirements.  

Topic covered include chronometric dating, tephrostratigraphy, climatostratigraphy, environmental and dietary 

reconstruction with elemental and isotopic analysis, determination of chemical and isotopic compositions of 

materials for provenience studies, analysis of material properties, biochemical methods of residue identification, 

bone chemistry and ancient DNA recovery and analysis. The ultimate objective of this course is to provide students 

mailto:pninamh@gmail.com
mailto:loksi@illinois.edu
mailto:loksi@illinois.edu
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with an understanding of the techniques that are appropriate for solving their own problems in archaeological 

research. 
 

Grading and evaluation of student performance will be based on participation in class discussions, midterm and 

final exams, and for graduate students, a term project involving an in-class presentation on laboratory analysis of 

archaeological or modern materials, and a term paper on the research in the format of a report for a 

scientific/archaeological journal.  Readings and supplementary materials will be provided via compass. 
 

Prerequisites: Anth 220 or equivalent, and a very basic understanding of physics and chemistry. 
 

TEXTS (both available as e-books through the UIUC Library):  

  Pollard, Mark and Carl Heron (2008)  Archaeological Chemistry, 2nd edition.  Royal Society of Chemistry, 

Cambridge.  438 pp.  ISBN 0-85404-262-8 

 

  Taylor, R.E., and Martin J. Aitken  (1997)  Chronometric Dating in Archaeology.  Plenum Press, New York.  395 

pp.  ISBN 0-306-45715-6 (out of print - chapters will be provided on Compass) 

 

 

515IA ILLINOIS ANTHROPOLOGY      (2 hrs) 

TBD      

    

This course meets once a week to help prepare first-year graduate students for their training and future careers in 

Anthropology.  Activities may include grant preparation as well as reading selections from faculty members’ work.  

 

555  THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF COMPLEXITY      (4 hrs) 

Dr. Lisa Lucero    Office: 396C Davenport Hall  ljlucero@illinois.edu  

 

Examines patterns of behavior archaeologists associate with complex societies and seeks to understand if and how 

these behaviors generate and/or reflect cultural complexity; theoretical literature and case studies discussed. Major 

topics include political complexity, settlement pattern analysis, and ideology.  

 

 

570  CULTURAL ASPECTS OF TOURISM      (4 hrs) 

Dr. Helaine Silverman   Office: 295 Davenport Hall  Helaine@illinois.edu  

  

This course surveys the field known as "anthropology of tourism." We examine tourism as an activity - indeed, a 

practice - through which people from different cultures meet one another and occupy each other's spaces. We 

interrogate the canon of "hosts and guests," being careful that this binary does not prevent us from seeing the 

complex relationships that exist between the tourist and the toured. We recognize that tourism itself is cultural; it is 

a field of cultural production. Methodologically, ethnography is a key tool. In this course students are encouraged to 

develop a nuanced understanding of the complex phenomenon of tourism and the consequences it has for 

individuals and for the communities, towns and cities in which they live. Necessarily, we also are concerned with 

the communicative aspects of tourism, particularly its discourse and representations across media. Students are 

expected to read so as to participate in seminar discussions and to write a term paper of relevance to their specific 

field of study that shows mastery of the course literature. 

  

mailto:ljlucero@illinois.edu
mailto:Helaine@illinois.edu
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MUSEUM STUDIES 
 

MUSE 250 THE WORLD THROUGH MUSEUMS    (3 hrs) 

Dr. Susan Frankenberg  Office: 309A Davenport Hall  sfranken@illinois.edu  

                  

Although many scholars trace their origin to the European Renaissance, public museums are now a worldwide 

phenomenon.  And while most of us conjure up specific images when we hear the term museum, museums across 

the globe are incredibly diverse in what they present and how they operate.  This course examines contemporary 

museums around the world, evaluating their roles as social institutions and communicators of heritage in global 

contexts.  In the first half of the course we develop a framework for museum literacy (how to read museums) based 

on anthropological, globalization, media and critical theories.  Museums are seen not just as representations of the 

world but as evolving mediators in social, political and economic contexts.  During the second half of the course we 

will virtually tour and evaluate museums using this analytical skill set.   

 

The class is taught as combined lecture-discussions, with online and collaborative work during the second half of 

the semester.  Students virtually visit six museums outside class time, and contribute their results and analysis to 

group projects.  Readings for the course are posted online (no required textbook). 

 

This course satisfies the General Education Criteria for a UIUC Social Sciences and Western Comparative Culture 

course, and counts as an elective in the Anthropology major and Museum Studies certificate.   It also is a campus 

course in the Inequality & Cultural Understanding pathway of the Grand Challenge Learning project. 

 

 

MUSE 330 LEARNING IN MUSEUMS     (3 hrs) 

Dr. Elisabeth Stone   Office: 8 Spurlock Museum   eastone@illinois.edu  

                  

Prerequisite: MUSE 200.  How do people, ideas and artifacts connect in museums?  This course examines Museum 

and Informal Education from a variety of perspectives, addressing how current learning theories inform standards of 

best practice in program development, assessment and research.  Topics include trends in interpretation and 

museum ethics, including equity and inclusion efforts; community-based practice and pedagogy in national and 

international contexts; museum-school collaboration; informal educational engagement strategies including 

technology, participatory exhibits, and sensory access; understanding visitor needs, expectations, and experiences 

through audience research; and the importance of serving audiences who have not felt welcomed in museums.  Each 

week, the class will have a classroom session with a lecture, guest, and/or discussion and a lab session at Spurlock 

Museum or another local museum.  Students will observe and gain practical experience in program development, 

facilitation, documentation and assessment, as well as exploring museum education and visitor studies literature. 

 

mailto:sfranken@illinois.edu
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